
 
Crop update as of 8 August 2014 

 
 
AMITOM countries (from a conference call on 6 August) 
 
European Union: 
 
France  
So far only two factories are opened in the south-east and 10 000 MT have been processed. The 
quality is there and field yield is good. There is no major issue in this region except in the Drôme 
area where, as in the south-west, blight is a concern. The disease is controlled to date but more 
rains could affect the yields. 
The harvest could start at the end of the week in the south-west, although it will really be 
underway from around 15 August. 
 
Greece 
Most of the factories have started and some are now at full capacity, and others will start in the 
next few days or next week. The weather is unstable with some rains in the last days which did 
not cause any issue but more heavy rains forecast for the coming days. The quality is very good, 
with higher brix than in 2013. It is expected that the 480 000 MT forecast will be achieved. 
 
South Italy 
As was reported before, there has been a very bad weather in the last few weeks, with rains and 
also some hail. It is now better the centre-south.  
The satellite survey confirmed a 15% increase in surfaces compared with last year, but probably 
the yield/ha will be low, at least for early varieties.  
The crop is delayed by at least 1 week and September and the beginning of October will be more 
important than usual. Until now more than 50 factories have started, but quantities are still low. 
We expect to have good quantities at the end of this week and full capacity in a few days. 
 
North Italy  
The situation in northern Italy is still very difficult to understand. We had a delay in the start due to 
the rain and then also last week and this week we had some rain storm in different areas above 
all in the northern region, but also in the most important tomato cultivation areas (Piacenza, 
Parma, Ferrara, Mantova). This caused some problem to the processors that had to stop and 
restart already a couple of time.  
POs and farmers are concerned about the effects on the crops and the reduction of the available 
days to harvest the crop. Probably there will be a huge concentration of the ripening after these 
rains expected from next week till end of August. It’s difficult to make further estimation with only 
figures of the 2% harvested.  
We noted a lower brix (4.68 average vs. last 3 year average of 5.10) that means lower yield in 
finished products (see graphs below). 
 
Next week the tomato district have planned a meeting (on 13 August) to take stock of the 
situation and we will come with further updated information. At this stage we keep our forecast at 
2.4 million MT as the previous report. 
 
 



 
  
Portugal 
Two of the large factories stated on 23rd July and all except but two of the smallest ones are now 
open. The weather is good but temperatures are lower than normal (26-27°C today). Forecast for 
the next few days is good. Fruit quality is good, although colour was poor at the start, and brix is 
normal. Average yields will be lower than the record yield of 2012 but the forecast of 1.3 million 
MT should be achieved if the weather is favourable until the end of September. No confirmation 
yet of exact surfaces planted.  
 
Spain  
In Andalucía (south) the campaign started on 10th July and all factories are now working at full 
capacity. About 35% of the forecasted production has already been delivered. Quality and yields 
per hectare are good. 
In Extremadura the first factory opened on 11th July with tomato from Andalucía but most 
factories opened in the last week of July. About 5% of the forecast has already been delivered. 
Most of them expect to be working full capacity by the end of this week. Fields also look good and 
early tomato is giving good yields. 
The weather in general is cooler than usual but sunny and has given no special problems so far. 
In the north (Valle del Ebro) the campaign will start by mid-August. Some storms at the beginning 
of the month caused some local damage. 
No change in the overall forecast. 
 
 
Non EU-countries: 
 
Tunisia  
The surface planted this year is 18 170 ha against 15 000 ha in 2013 and the processing forecast 
of between 750 000 and 800 000 MT with a purchase price of 130 TND, equivalent to 56 €/MT. 
The harvest started around 22 June with a carry-over stock of 12 000 MT of 28-30 paste. The 
total daily capacity of the 24 factories is 32 000 MT/day.  
As of the end of July, the weather conditions have been favourable and already 90% of the 
surfaces have been harvested in the Central regions (Kairouan, Gafsa, Sidi Bouzid) and in Cap 
Bon but only 20% in the North-West (Béjà, Jendouba, Kef, Siliana). Altogether 423 500 MT have 
been processed as of 31 July, about 60-65% of the expected total. 
 
 



Turkey  
There is almost no change since the last update. We had a one day heavy rain in some areas but 
no damage to the fields. Weather is ok and crop progressing well. No major changes at the 
moment. We expect Northern plantation to start in 10 days’ time. 
 
Ukraine 
The first factory started this week and the others will do so by the end of next week. The weather 
is good and there is no serious problem with diseases in the fields. So far fruit quality is good with 
good brix and colour. The 470 000 MT forecast is confirmed. The political situation affects the 
fresh tomato market but currently has no impact on the processing sector. 
 
 
Other WPTC countries 
 
California 
The estimate is to process 1,123,000 short tons this week. At the end of this week (August 9), the 
industry will have processed a total of 4,909,007 short tons (4.45 million MT). Overall the industry 
is still running below current capacity. At this time, overall yields are running slightly below 
contract. Fruit quality and incoming brix are currently reported to be good. On August 6 & 7 the 
northern growing areas did experienced from 1/10 to ½ of an inch of rainfall. Although there was 
very light rain in most areas over an extended period of time, harvesting continued throughout. It 
is too early to tell what if any impact this may have on the crop. 
 
China 
There has been no change from our previous volume estimate. Weather conditions in Xinjiang 
and Inner Mongolia are normal with crops growing quite well. There are intermittent rains recently 
but their impacts on crops seem very little. Due to low temperature since spring this year, the 
processing season in Xinjiang has been delayed by about two weeks. Now 7-8 factories have 
started processing with small lines running in Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia, but most factories will 
begin production around August 10. 



To Members:

2013 Previous Receipts Accumulative
Accumulative Total Total to Wk Ending Total to

COUNTIES to August 3 July 26 August 2 August 2

Colusa 238,597 148,641 98,627 247,268
Contra Costa 63,098 59,573 22,448 82,021
Fresno 1,558,990 1,248,674 562,002 1,810,677
Glenn 3,820 0 0 0
Kern 389,103 470,332 59,362 529,694
Kings 403,070 530,349 123,808 654,157
Madera 16,131 14,046 48,927 62,973
Merced 19,100 8,160 30,298 38,458
Sacramento 0 0 0 0
San Benito 0 0 0 0
San Joaquin 25 629 2,494 3,123
Solano 19,464 15,703 16,128 31,830
Stanislaus 6,860 6,491 2,588 9,079
Sutter 46,640 3,478 9,635 13,112
Tulare 203 2,632 1,117 3,749
Yolo 280,354 150,300 136,158 286,458

Statewide Totals 3,045,455 2,659,008 1,113,592 3,772,599

Weekly tonnage for week ending August 3, 2013 was 923,466.
Projected tons for weekending August 9, 2014 is 1,123,000.
Information provided by the California Processing Tomato Advisory Board.
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CALIFORNIA TOMATO TONNAGE
 Week ending August 2, 2014

Report released August 4, 2014

Following are the certified and paid for tonnage figures by county, as shown by certificates for 
Week ending August 2, 2014.  

            --------------2014 TOMATO SEASON--------------
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